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What it does

This utility runs as a windows application and is built from c#. It allows you to scan a consignment note and save it into a predetermined inbox folder. This folder is periodically polled. The image files (tif) in the inbox are examined by the OCR component which looks at a predetermined area of the document and this should yield the job number (and page number). When this has been done the scanned image file is moved to a processed folder and the file is named thisjobnumber.tif (or thisjobnumber_thispagenumber.tif where the page > 1). The job file is marked in Zeus to show that a scan exists. Zeus knows the folder where to look for these scans. A button is made available to the Zeus user where a scan exists.

How to Use It

The application has the following tabs…

Control

If you are using the application to catch incoming image files, you can used the stop/start button to switch polling on/off and the Flush Inbox can be used to execute poll. If you are not using the application to catch incoming image files, then you will not use this tab.
The ‘clear working folder’ button will remove your temporary working files if it is able to. Working files are used because MODI does not release references to files properly. You may need to restart the application to be able to do this.

Unrecognised

Unrecognised job numbers during OCR cause the image file to be thrown into the error folder. This tab gives you a list of these image files and as you double click them, they will display, allowing you to enter the job and page number and update Zeus.

History

This is a list of event verbage. Double click to see a long message.

Settings

This tab allows you to open a form in which you can edit the settings for the application.

Tolerance

If the job sheet is damaged or is not scanned in the correct position then there is a likelihood that the job number will not be recognised by OCR.
When first started, the application looks back n months to see what the job number was at that time. Any scanned job number before that number is considered invalid. The application also gets the latest job number for the same reason and this value is updated every hour.
Exceptions

If the job number is not recognised, then the image will be copied to the error folder. A screen is provided which allows the user to manually look at the error files and input the correct job number.

Dependencies

The OCR dll is a COM dll from Microsoft and is a part of Office 2003. This must be installed on the machine which is running the application. Office does not install this by default so it will be an installation option. The dll library is called 'Microsoft Office Document Imaging 11.0 Type Library'. This library is know as MODI.

Zeus Fields

JOBImageScanPages (int) has the number of scanned pages.

JOBHasImageScan (T/F) is currently is use but will be removed at some point.
User Settings

There are some settings which need to be set to make the application work. These are stored in the app.config file in the userSettings section. These settings are editable within the application by the user and if this is done, any modified settings are stored in a separate email file. This file can be found somewhere along this path…

drive:\Documents and Settings\SomeUser\Local Settings\Application Data\ApplicationName\

An example full path and file is here…

C:\Documents and Settings\Dave Barkshire\Local Settings\Application Data\ ApplicationName\ ApplicationName.vsh_StrongName_1mmmuknfjfqewimusoc1eb5ijkcvi3w3\1.0.0.0\user.config

When you install the application on a user’s machine they will be using the default settings. When they edit a setting then this setting will be used. If the application is reinstalled, then their modified settings will still be used. To remove any user specific settings, delete the user.config file.

http://blogs.msdn.com/rprabhu/articles/433979.aspx
These are the settings and their meanings.
DatabaseSettingsFile The xml file with the database connection string

SmtpHost Used to email the administrator when fatal errors occur

SmtpPort Used to email the administrator when fatal errors occur

AdminEmailForErrors Used to email the administrator when fatal errors occur

AdminActorId Used to email the administrator when fatal errors occur

ErrorLog Used to write application errors to

OperateWhenStarted Should the application start automatically
ZeusJobMaintainUrl The live job maintain screen
Inbox The incoming image file folder
ProcessedBox The image file proceeded file folder

ErrorBox The error folder

WorkingFolder The working folder (a workaround because MODI does not release its resources properly)

HelpFile The help file location (url)
OcrBoxTop The OCR rectangle coordinate to find the job number
OcrBoxLeft The OCR rectangle coordinate to find the job number

OcrBoxBottom The OCR rectangle coordinate to find the job number

OcrBoxRight The OCR rectangle coordinate to find the job number

Poll_Interval The polling interval in milliseconds
OnlyAllowErrorManagement If true the application allows only exception management
WorkstationNumber The unique number of this workstation

JobNumberCheckingMonthOld How many months to we go back to find the earliest permissible job number

ScansPageNumbers Does the utility look for a page number

